Historic, Archive Document 


Do not assume content reflects current scientific knowledge, 
policies, or practices. 





aU i a. By st SE a ac 


aot UNITED STATES ‘DEPARTMENT 
OFFICE OF FOREIGN AGRICUL 





: TATIN AMERICAN Nevs. picEst* ie ae net BO 





“JOINT OWNERSHIP FOR. EXPANSION OF LATIN AMERICA 
Astoria in New York a conference of representatives.of 95 nanufactpring , mining, 
and ‘agricultural associations from 22 countries in the Aiiericas is in progress this 
week. The subject of the conferencé is expansion of inter-Americatr trade by the 
establishment of mutually owned corporations. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/4/44) 


HIDE SUPPLIES STILL SHORT. As a result of the withholding of hides in Bouth Amer~ . 
ica and increased slaughter of cattle in the U. S., the shipments of hides to the 
U. S. under the hide purchase agreement between this country and the United King- — 
dom have been reduced for May to the relationship of 25 percent for the U. §. and 
25 percent for the United Kingdon. (the Journal of Commerce, 5/4/44) 


BRAZIL'S NEW CENT CAT INDUSTRY ‘FLOURISHING. ilereas Pyeeariy Brazil depended almost 
entirely on imported drugs and chemicals, that country is at present not only manu- 


facturing enough for its own needs but is even exporting to Canada. Brazil is util- 


izing livers of sharks, which are plentiful_in coastal waters, to make vitamin- 
fortified fish oils, and markets are open for the new product. Some 125 items are. 
Gn the’ list of chemicals now being manufactured. Brazil believes in high tariffs 
for protection of industries. Also, many large firms, Axis owned or controlled 
prior to the war, have now been nationalized and large sums of Brazilian capital 
have been. invested in them. These are inportant factors in post-war competitions,’ 
(The Journal of Commerce,. 4/28/44) 


CHILE TO SHIP MORE WINE TO U. S. The president of the Chilean United Vineyards. 
states that Chile will ship some 200,000 cases of wine to the U. S. in 1944, com- 
pared to 60,000 during the previous year. yiseet aines Evening Star, 4/30/44) 


CHILE TO HAVE. WHALING STATION. A large’ modern. whaling station and conversion 


plant, equipped with every device for safe and profitable whaling, is nearing com 


pletion at Quintay, Chile. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/2/44) 


COLOMBIA ASKS TRANSPORTATION AID FROM U. S. Colonbia's power to contribute to the 
Allied war effort depends largely upon transportation furnished by the national 
airline Avianca. Bight of the 16 planes of that company have now been grounded by 
deterioration. Consequently service to several places on the direct route to Ecua- 
dor and to Venezuela has-been discontinued, Through the Colombian Government, 
Avianca has appealed to U. S. authorities for priorities to enable it to buy six 
new planes. (Christian Science Monitor, 5/1/44) 





QUBA PRODUCING NICKEL FORU. §. Extensive nickel and iron deposits -- estimated at — 


30,000,000 tons of ore, “enough to last 28 years" -- are in process of exploitation 
on the penisule of Nicaro in Cuba. The ore lies on top of the ground, from 12 to — 
50 feet deep, and contains about 45 percent iron, 35 percent moisture, some chro+ 


mium and cobalt, and from 1 to 3 percent nickel. The U. S. has invested $33 ,700 ,000 — 


in the developnent, and a veritable "miniature Pittsburgh" has sprung up where 2° 
years ago jungle growth prevailed. (Washington ivening § Star, 4/30/44) 


* No attempt has. been nade by the issuing agency to ene the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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SUBSIDY ON FLOUR TO CUBA IS SUSPENDED. The subsidy of $1.45 a hundred pounds paid 

to millers in this country for flour sold to Cuba under the Governnent export pro- 
gram has been temporarily suspended by the War Food Administration. Shipments have 
already reached 75 percent of Cuba's requirements for 1944, From March 30 until 
April 6 the rate of subsidy was $1.25; from April 6 until May 2 the rate was $1.45. 
Later subsidy rates are yet to be announced. Exports. of sales already made will — 
continue through August 31, but Shipments fron mills to ports must be satis oes 

to duly 1, (The Journal of Comerce, Biaiet) 


CUBAN AND MEXICAN PINEAPPLE PRICE SET. Packed pineapple from Cuba and Mexico id 
now subject to maximum prices at plaees of entry into this country. The new prices 
went into effect April 30. They are the same as ceilings now in effect on 
Hawaiian pineapples delivered at Chicago. -Inporters who have contracts with indus-— 
trial, commercial, or institutional users at previous: ceiling prices may fulfill 
those contracts at the contract prices, but they must sell to other purchasers at 
the new ceiling prices. (The Journal. of. Commerce, 5/1/44) 


WORKERS COMING FROM EL SALVADOR. Report from El Salvador's Office of Social Re- 
construction indicate that that country will send 5,000 workmen to the U. S. to 
assist in defense and agricultural work. Since El Salvador is a one-crop country, 
many workers could be spared for SENSE months each year after the coffee season. 
(New York Times, 5/2/44) 


GUATEMALA ADMITS AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS FREE. A recent Presidential decree admits 
‘to Guatemala, free from customs, consular, or other duties and taxes, all agricul- 
tural implements. The decree states that since the wealth of the country is chiefly 
agricultural it is the duty of the Government to provide the necessary aid for devel- 
opment in the abnormal situation created by war demands for the greatest possible 
food production. (New York Times, 4/28/44) | 


MEXICO FORBIDS FISH EXPORTS: ‘he Mexican Marine Ministry has forbidden exports. 
from Mexico of fresh fish for a period which it considers sufficient to guarantee 
an adequate supply of fish in Mexico. The sharp scarcity of fish and the in--. 
creased prices have been blamed on "inordinate exports" of fresh fish, mostly to 
the U. S. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/1/44) . 


PERU TO REGULATE BARBASCO AND CUBE 1 PRODUCTION. By a recent decree the cultivation 

of barbasco and cubé in the districts of Lagunas and Jeberos will’ be organized and ~ 
controlled. The new regulations are designed to provide the native agriculturists 
with proper technical guidance in the growing of these rotenone-bearing crops and 

to assure facilities for marketing with fair returns. (New York pes 5/1/44) 


NEW USE FOR PEANUT SHELLS. As a result of -the difficulty of obtaining natural 
cork from the Mediterranean area and of growing the cork oak tree in this country, 
experiments are under way to utilize the shells of peanuts as a substitute for 
cork in bottle caps, refrigerator linings, well boards, inner soles, and many other 
cork needs. The tons of waste hulls which accumulate at factories where peanuts 
are shelled for market are being ground into a fine neal and milled with a liquid, 
producing what may prove a satisfactory substitute, - (New York aimee 5/1/44) 


- INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION MEETING NEXT WEEK. From May 10 to May 16 the Inter- 
American Commission will meet in New York. Nelson A. Rockefeller is chairman of 
the Commission. The conference is to be held: for the discussion of economic col- 
laboration between Government and business in inter-American affairs. (The Jour- 
nal of Commerce, 5/4/44) 
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RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY COlFERENCE OF COMMISSIO2 
4-day moeting of the Permanent Council of Ameri dan Agsvidtations: efrCommerce and Pro- 
duction held at the Waldorf. Astoria Hotel in Ne pnk. a six-point program of recom- 
mended action was adopted. The recommendations urged equality of opportunity and — 
safety of investment for foreign ‘and domestic Government agencies and private in- 
vestment, which should be complementary, not competitive, and should be devoted 
exclusively to thé increase of production in the borrowing countries. The neces- 
sity for post-war "economic and social cooperation among the American republics to 
promote industry, trade, and employment, (to) raise standards of living, and to! 
safeguard private enterprise, individual rights, and world peace," was emphasized. 
(The. Journal of Comnerce, 5/9/44, and New York Times, 5/8/44 and 5/11/44) 


BRAZIL BRAZIL SENDING COFFEE, Brazil's: coffee ‘exports towtheU. Sein April, according 
to comp ‘compilations by the New York Coffee & Sugar Exchange, were 1,604,000 bags, of 
which 1,298,000 bags were from Santos. Santos port stocks at the end of April 
were 3,208,000: bags. (The Journal of Commerce, ag 





CHILE MANUFACTURING WOOLEN GOODS. Chile's mills: in the Province of pred . 
are manufacturing approximately 280,000 yards of. woolen goods per month, ranging’ 
from heavy overcoat and blanket materials to men's suiting of all except the fin- 
est qualities. One factory makes some 30 dozen low quality wool-felt hats daily. 
Domestic wool is purchased direct from the ne ie with small quantities coming 
from Argentina. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/5/44) 


COSTA RICa TO PROCESS BALSA BEFORE EXPORT, A new plant for processing balsa wood, 
financed by the Defense Supplies Corporation of the U. S. Government, has been 
erected at the seaport of Limén in Costa Rica by the International Balsa Corpora- 
tion. The new plant will handle logs floated down to the Caribbean by river from 
the interior and transported to Limon. Logs will be planed, sawed, and thoroughly 
dried before being shipped to the U. S., where balsa wood is used in the construc- 
tion of airplanes, life rafts, and other strategic materials of war. (The Journal 
of Commerce, 5/10/44) 


FOOD GROWING SCARCE IN HAVANA, Prices of food are rising rapidly in Havana as 
shortages become more acute. Meat is unobtainable in spite of the Government's sub- 
sidy for cattlemen. Fish and chicken are selling as high as 80 cents a pound; butter, 
almost unobtainable, is $1.60 a pound. Condensed and evaporated milk have almost 
disappeared from the markets. Black markets are said to be absorbing the supplies. 
(New York Times, 5/3/44) 


MEXICO'S ABOLISHMENT OF SIESTA CAUSES SURPRISE. A Presidential decree has abolished 
one of Mexico's characteristic habits, ‘the siesta. The working day, beginning June 
1, will be a continuous 8-hour day, with 1 hour out for lunch, instead of as former- 
ly from 10 to 1 and 5 to 9. Fines of from $1 to $1,000 for violations were estab- 
lished in the decree. The reasons given for the change of hours were the saving of 
electricity used in the late working hours and the conserving of buses and tires 
used by workers traveling home for the 4-hour noon siesta. (Washington Post, 5/4/44) 





*No attompt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
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MEXICO'S "CORNFIELD" VOLCANO STILL ERUPTING, Paricutin volcano was recently re- 
ported as losing its energy, but a new lava flow has cut, the road from Satay ee 
to Uruapan and = epprgacntns iad ee eet itself. (Yashington Epes, 5/4/44) 


NICARAGUA INCRZASING FARM LOANS. Large advances to farmers are being made by the 
National Bank of: Nicaragua, for. the. production of coffee, rice, beans, corn, sesame, 
wheat, sugar, and cotton, for export to the U. S. An iene ce large acreage of 
cotton will be seca (New zone Times, 5/11/44) 


PERU'S TOXTILE OUTPUT HIGH, Peru's 5 cotton-spinning ae tud 10 ceil wean mills, 
and? woolen mills are reported as operating at capacityl Operations in rayon 
mills were curtailed about 24 percent by shortage of materials, since all rayon 
yarn must be imported. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/8/44), 





MILKWEED DRAFTED FOR WAR WORK, Milkweed is the dest ageaiapie substitute for the 
almost unobtainable kapok, the material used for the "Mae West" life jacket and 

for aviators’ suits. Boys and girls will be asked again this summer, through the 
schools, 4-H Clubs, and the Scouts, to help harvest the milkweed. The only pro- 
cessing plant equipped to separate milkweed floss from pods and seeds is,in 
Petoskey, Michigan. Local organizations in other parts of the U. S. will be author- 
ized as buying agents. Information as to collecting and drying the milkweed may — 
be obtained from Soil Conservation Service, c/o War Hemp Industries, Inc., Milkweed 
s/afas) Division, 411 East Lake Street, Petoskey, Mich. (Christian Science Monitor, 
5/4 44) 
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PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY CONGRESS TO MEET IN PERU IN JULY. The Fifth Pan American 
Highway Congress is scheduled to be held in'Lima, Peru; £rqm ply 15 to July 24. 
The organization of a permanent administrative association to carry out its de- 
cisions, and the construction of underground fuel tanks alongthe highway are 
among the items on the agenda for consideration. The Peruvian Foreign Ministry 
has invited governments of the American Republics and Canada to send representa- 
tives. (Export Trade and Shipper, 5/15/44) 
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ANOTHER SUBSTITUTE FOR KAPOK, Cattails are another substitute for kapok, and four 
or five plants are being established in the U. S. to process the floss. Thousands 
of acres of cattails have been found in California, Arizona, Minnesota, and Wis- 
consin. Processing consists largely of taking out the stems and removing the tiny 
seeds. These seeds, high in protein and fats, sell for $30 a ton as feed for cat- 
tle and hogs. The floss, known as "typha" from the botanical name of the most 
common cattail, Typha latifolia, is said to be 90 percent as warm as wool and as 


good as kapok for the military purposes for which kapok is used. (Christian 
Science Monitor, 5/15/44) 


SOUTH AMBRICAN ARROW POISON USED IN SHOCK TREATMENT. Curare, the substance used 
as arrow poison by South American Indians, is given as a sedative in certain cases 
where the electric shock treatment is used. (Washington Evening Star, 5/5 /44) 


BRAZILIAN CACAO MAKES CHEMICAL. A large factory is virtually completed in Bahia, 
Brazil's rich cacao-producing region, to manufacture theobromine from cacao. This 
chemical is needed by factories in the U. S. for the manufacture of caffeine. 
(Bxoort Trade and Shipper, 4/24/44) 


BRAZIL SEEKING LOANS AT LOW COST, Brazil's concept of "cooperative credit" or 
“economic aid," as explained at the meeting of the Inter-American Development Com- 
missions, is that loans will be made from private U. S. banks at low rates of in- 
terest but guaranteed by the U. S. Government to protect the banks. Development 
of hydroelectric power will be the first post-war objective. The country has esti- 


ey potential resources of 24,000,000 horsepower. (The Journal of Commerce, 
5/12/44) 





COSTA RICA FIGHTING INFLATION THREAT, Costa Rica has made a real sacrifice for 
the war effort, since 10 percent of its total working population has been taken 
from the coffee plantations to produce rubber, abaca, and cinchona, as well as to 
build a section of the Inter-American Highway. Costa Rica's coffee exports com- 
prise 57 percent of its total trade. Coffee growers, working with greatly reduced 
forces and with prices of coffee frozen by the Inter-American coffee board, are 
operating at a loss, and the entire economy of the country is seriously affected. 
This is the report of Costa Rica's delegate to the Inter-American Development 
Conference. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/13/44) 


CUBA TO IMPORT BEEF. To relieve the beef shortage, the Cuban Office of Regulation 
and Supply has asked the Director of Supplies to grant free importation of refrig- 
erated beef, limit the sale and consumption of beef. to 3 days a week throughout 
the Island, subsidize packinghouse workers, and to prohibit the killing of steers 


ertiaty less than 750 pounds and the slaughter of all cows. (New York Times, 
5/14/44 


* No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest ra taken at random from the press. 
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to De emctane and esta alcohol ieee of Winemcreene, This would. lage 
Island's economy by providing more employment. Alcohol requires one-third the 
shipping space of blackstrap. (New York Times, 5/16/44) - ; 
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PANAVA HATS FROM ECUADOR. Panama hats [the Spanish name for wich is sombre 


Ecuador, The adely of the hae is said to depend upon aR accuracy with “vhich 
the straws are matched, and the time required to make a real Panama hat Varies, <a 
from 1 week to some months. (Washington Evening Star, 5/15 and oe Ber: 


> QUATEMATA IN GOOD FINANCIAL CONDITION. iGuepenaie! s delegate to the Inbar eae 

Development Conference ‘reports his. country in excellent financial condition, 
sufficient banking facilities and capital to handle its own development. 
-'the new industries that has grown up recently in Guatemala is the shoe indust 
‘About $150,000 has been invested in 2 or 3 manufacturing plants there, and th 
country is at present exporting shoes not only to the U. S. but to other Cent 
American Republics. The Commission chairman from Guatemala hopes this trade 
not stop with the end of the war. Guatemala is also producing woods, cinchor 
“rubber, and fibers for the war effort. ‘ues Journal of Commerce, 5/13/44) 


\ 


MEXICO PERMITS EXPORTS | OF ee Because foyninagrs superabundance of haddock, 
v. ‘Ss. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/13/44) 


vEXTCO ESTABLISHES CANNERY FOR PINEAPPLES. Since railroad freight cars to move 
their pineapples to home and U. S. markets seem unobtainable, leading plant 
the Loma Bonita district, Oaxaca State, one of Mexico's key pineapple zones, 
- establishing a cannery for the fruit. Mexican planters have suffered heavy ~ 
s/is/s in the past from shortages of freight cars. (The Journal of Commerce, 
5/16/44) ‘gia 





PERMANENT BULLDINGS PLANNED FOR ‘EL RECREO. The President of. Nicaragua rece 
announced plans for the construction of vermanent buildings for the Nicara 
Agricultural Experimental Station at El Recreo. Plans for the buildings ha 
ready been submitted. At present most workers: are engaged in prouee rub 


Experts nelisr es “however, that the experiments conducted in El Recreo vil ih 
time after: the war make the east coast of Nicaragua self-sustaining. (Hew Yor } 
Times, 5/16/44) 

PUERTO RICO REFUSES OLD PRICE. FOR SUGAR. So far the CCC has not Deen able 
to térms, either with the committee representing the sugar growers of Puerto 
or with individual oroducers, for the 1944 and 1945 sugar crops on, the basis. 
the same price as was paid last year. (The Journal of lens eee 5/11 and Be 


«2 





RESUMPTION OF COFFEE RATIONING POSSIBLE. Unless Latin Américan countries 
their offerings of coffee, a resumption of coffee rationing seems immine: 
U. S. This would be done to cut coffee consumption to a level where suf: 
stocks would be available in the U. S. in the event of the reopening of 
outlets. Producers in Brazil, however, state that the U. 8. price of 13.3 a 
per pound--the price which has been in effect for 2- 1/2 years--is too low, 
labor costs have nearly trivled. Recently the British and the Swiss Governme 
paid higher than our ceiling prices for coffee supvlies. (The Journal of 
5/11/42) | 
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PLEDGHS FOR POS T- WAR TRADE GIVEN TO LATIN jue The first Conference of Com- 
Missions of Inter-American Development closed its: 10-day meeting at the Waldorf 
Astoria with unanimous ratification by the delegavions from all 21 American Repub- 
lics of 43 resolutions. The resolutions are designed to-expand.post-war hemis- 
pheric trade and industry, but assurances are given to the rest of the world that 
no exclusive regional bloc is proposed. (New York Times, 5/18 and 19/44) 


FREON GAS GOES TO WAR. ‘The Freon gas which would normally go into cooling units 
in the U-. S. is being combined with pyrethrin to make anti-moscquito bombs that 
are saving the lives of soldiers in the Tropics. The Freon is said to diffuse | 
the pyrethrin into a fine fog that is deadly to the disease-bearing moscuitoes- 


(Washington Post, 5/20/44) 


WO RISE IN PRICE OF COFFER. The announcement was made at the annual meeting of the 
Pacific Coast Coffee Association that no increase in the ceiling price of coffee 
from Central and South America seemed likely. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/22/44) 





NO SYNTHETIC RUBSER EQUIPMENT FROM U. S. TO ARGENTINA. The U. S.- will not send 
equipment for the manufacture of synthetic rubber to Argentina in response to 
their reouest. Argentina now obtains its rubber from Brazil and Bolivia and has 
no plants for the manufacture of synthetic rubber. (Washington Post, 5/23/44) 


ARGENTINA EXPROPRIATHS GRAIN ELEVATORS AND PORT FACILITI“S. The Argentine moeuee 
ment has announced it will be the sole handler of grain rain exports in order to guar- 
antee national wheat quality and assure good condition of shipments upon arrival. 
The Government promised to bring the whole grain trade, internal and external, 
under state control and to make the elevators and all machinery used in handling 
grain official property. (Christian Science Monitor, 5/23/44) 


SUPPLIES OF COCOA FROM BRAZIL DECREASING. Despite Brazil's increased production 
of cocoa, quantities reaching the U. S-. are smaller. One reason is that Brazil 
has been using a greater percent of its output of cocoa at home. Brazilian cocoa 
producers may also be withholding offerings to this country in an attempt to force 
an upward revision in the ceiling price. Suoplies coming from Vest Africa, the 
ereatest exporter of cocoa, have also been greatly diminished by tree diseases. 
The possibility of extreme shortazes to meet Huropean demands is causing some 
concern. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/18/44) 


NORTHEAST BRAZIL SEEKS EQUIPMENT FOR EXPANSION OF PRODUCTION. A member of the 
Chamber of Comierce of the State of Pernambuco in Brazil is in the U. §. to ob- 
tain equipment to expand the production of sugar, alcohol, cotton, and caroa (a 
fiber used as hemp) - Brazil wishes to make post-war shipments to the U. §S. of 
Canned tropical foods, such as pineapples, guayaba, tomato juice, and tomato paste, 
products which have formerly been exported | to Portugal and to England. (The Jour- 
nal of Comnerce, 5/23/44) 


CHILE AND CUBA RATIFY TREATY FOR SALE OF TOBACCO. A supplementary commercial 


treaty signed several months ago between Cuba and Chile has recently been ratified. 
The agreement gives Cuba further advantages in the sale of tobacco to Chile. 
(New York Times, 5/18/44) 


— * No attempt has been made by the issuing agency to verify the accuracy of the 
information contained in this Digest and taken at random from the press. 
(Over) 
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CUBA FORMS BOARD TO SET PRICE FOR SUGAR. Sugar producers of Cuba have announced 
their decision to appoint a 5-member commission to decide the price at which the 
1945 crop will be sold and to make direct sales for 1945. Highty percent of the 
crop will be reserved for the U. S. and England, but the balance will be sold 
freely either for domestic consumption or for exportation as they may decide. 
(New York Times, 5/21/44) : 


CUBAN CANNING INDUSTRY ASKS HIGHER PRICH FOR CANNED PINEAPPLE. A representative of 
the Cuban Pineapple Canners Association is in the U. S- to ask that the price of 
$7.60 per dozen No. 10 cans of crushed pineapple at port of entry which was impos- 
ed last April by the OPA be increased. No pineapple juice is shipped from Cuba 
because of the high U. S. tariff, the representative states. (New York Times, 


5/16/44) 


CUBA BANS EXPORTS OF CHEESH. Cuba has banned the exportation of cheese, to permit 
greater supplies of fresh milk for condensed milk and butter for domestic consump— 
tion. Exports of cheese to fill contracts with Governments of Allied Nations may 
be carried out with the authority of the Cuban Government. (The Journal of Com— 
merce, 5/19/44) 


BOUNDARY SHTTLHMENT s:ADE BETWEEN PHRU AND ECUADOR. Final settlement of the bound- 
ary between Peru and Ecuador is announced by these two countries, in compliance 
with the "peace and friendship" protocol signed at the Rio de Janeiro conference 
January 29, 1942. President Roosevelt and Presidents of the other mediating na- 
tions--Chile, Brazil, and Argentina--have cabled the Presidents of Peru and Hcua- 
dor their pleasure at the agreement. (New York Times, 5/22/44) 


PERU MAKING OWN PEANUL OIL. In Lima, Peru, one concern is operating a press with 
a daily capacity of about 1 ton (long) of peanuts, and other companies are extract- 
ing oil from domestic peanuts. Cottonseed-oil presses are used by some companies 
for the extracting. (New York Times, 5/25/44) 


MORE LUMBER PRODUCHD IN PHRU. Additional machinery is being installed in the 
Chanchamayo, Satipo, and Tingo Wlaria areas of Peru, which is expected to more than 
double the monthly production of hardwood lumber in those areas. In 1941 the 
total annual output was 1,000,000 board feet; in 1942 it was 5,000,000. Nowa 
production of some 800,000 board feet a month is expected. An active demand for 
building lumber has been created by the development of the large agricultural ex—. 
periment station at Tingo Maria, under joint Peruvian and U. S. direction. 

(New York Times, 5/23/44) 


VENEZUELA TO INCREASH OIL PRODUCTION. In response to a recuest from the Petro- 
leum Administration for Jar, Creole Petroleum Corporation is engaged in a pro- 
sram of expansion in Venezuela. The program includes the drilling of about 250 
new wells in proved fields, with an anticipated increase of about 125,000 barrels 
daily over the potential at the end of last year, and the establishment of a new 
refinery. Preparatory work for the laying of a 16-inch pipe line from the 
Jusepin-Mulata area in Puerto La Cruz is well under way and operation of the line 
is anticipated before the end of this year. (The Journal of Commerce, 5/24/44) 


